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The Wall Bar – London 
Feb 2011 – April 2011   Assistant General Manager –The Wall bar and club, London Wall, 

Liverpool Street. 

473 total venue capacity  

Tiger Tiger London 
January 2010 – January 2011   Assistant General Manager – Restaurant- Tiger Tiger London, , 

The Haymarket London.  

220 Restaurant seating capacity, 1,780 total capacity venue 

www.tiger-london.co.uk  
 
Sway Bar London 
June 2009 – January 2010   Restaurant Manager Sway bar, restaurant and club, Holborn 

London.  

210 Covers and 1,000 total capacity venue 

www.swaybar.co.uk    

 

Sugar Reef London 
August 2007 – June 2009   Restaurant Manager Sugar Reef bar, restaurant and club, 

Piccadilly London.  

320 Covers and 995 total capacity venue 

www.grace-bar.co.uk  

 

Tiger Tiger London 
July 2007 – August 07    Management induction placement (1 Month) Tiger Tiger, London 

 

Bluebird Restaurant - London 

March 2007  – July 07     Private Dinning Manager Bluebird Restaurant, London 

 

http://www.danddlondon.com/restaurants/restaurants/bluebird/     

 

Quaglino’s Restaurant, London 
May 2006 – March 07     Bar Manager 

  Quaglino’s Restaurant, London D&D London/Conran Restaurants 
 
http://www.quaglinos.co.uk/  
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Escape Bar Restaurant Nightclub, Oxford 
August 04 – May 06   Bar Manager Escape Bar Restaurant Nightclub, Oxford 

http://www.escape-oxford.co.uk/   

 

Plateau Restaurant -London 
June 04 – August 04  Bar Manager  

Plateau Restaurant, Canary Wharf, London (Conran Restaurants) 

http://www.danddlondon.com/restaurants/plateau/home   

 

Mezzo Bar and Restaurant, London 
August 03 – June 04  Head Bar Tender (University placement year)          

Mezzo Bar and Restaurant, London (Conran Restaurants) 

http://www.danddlondon.com/restaurants/meza/home   
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2. The Piano Works and Sing Easy Menus 
 

 
Live music is at the heart of what we do. With that in mind, we’ve designed our menus to give our 
guests the best possible experience – good food, good music, and a good old boogie!  
 
Our venue offers 4 separate menus: 
 
 

- The bar food menu (2.1)  is available at all times – a great pick me up snack when the dancing 
gets a bit tiring!  

 
- Brunch to the beat (2.2) - a weekend only menu offering brunch with a side of song.  

 
- Our 2 course minimum main menu is available weekdays (2.3) and weekends (2.4)  throughout 

the evenings and is the perfect accompaniment to our live band.  
 

- Pre-Theatre Dining (2.5), a set bistro style menu available weekdays from 5-7pm – perfect for 
our guests who have a show to get to and want to warm up their musical tastebuds with some 
live music and a 2 course dinner! 

 
 
Our aim is for our guests to have fun and enjoy the experience of requesting and enjoying their 
favourite songs from our in-house live band, and we feel that a good menu goes a long way to enhance 
this experience!  
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2.1  - Bar Food 
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2.2  -  Brunch Menu 
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2.3  -  Weekday Menu 
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2.5  -  Pre-Theatre Menu  
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Flat Iron Steak and fries 

(Available on all our main menus) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vegetable Caponata 
       (A vegan starter available on our main menu and Pre-theatre menu) 

  
 
 
 
 

2.6  -  Menu Photographs 
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Aged Angus Beef Burger (Available on our weekday menu) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Herbed Rare Tuna Steak (Available on our weekday and weekend menu)  





16 
 
 
 
 

3.2  UKHospitality  
14 March 2023 

TO: CITY OF WESTMINSTER LICENSING COMMITTEE 

RE: THE PIANO WORKS WEST END, 47 WHITCOMB ST, LONDON WC2H 7DH  

UKHospitality represents over 740 companies operating around 100,000 venues across the 
breadth of hospitality within England, Scotland, and Wales. Our membership covers the full 
scope of hospitality, from small independents to large multi-national sites operating across 
the accommodation, pub, bar, restaurant, night-time and leisure sectors. Before, during and 
after the pandemic UKHospitality has worked closely with the GLA, the Night Czar, London 
boroughs and a wide range of stakeholders to build and maintain a modern, diverse and safe 
night-time economy in London to the benefit of all.    
 
We are aware that one of our member venues, The Piano Works, is applying to increase its 
capacity from 400 to 700 persons within a stress area. We wish to support their application. 
The venue provides a unique “live music on request” offering in London’s West End with a 
national and international reputation. This is the type of venue that appeals to a demographic 
beyond the 18-25 age group and so caters for a much more diverse clientele than most.  
  
As members of UKHospitality, The Piano Works provides a much-needed music venue in the 
heart of London's Theatreland showcasing the amazing talent that London's musicians can 
provide to Londoners and visitors alike. We have lost so many live music venues in London 
that the remaining ones need all the support they can get. 
  
Whilst we know that financial considerations cannot be solely used to justify an exception to 
policy, the importance of this grass roots music venue surviving has been recognised by The 
Arts Council who offered their support during the Covid lockdown by way of a grant. The 
Piano Works is valuable not only to central London's diverse night-time economy but also to 
secure London's place amongst the best live music cities in the world. 
 
UKHospitality shares the Mayor of London’s vision for London as a 24-hour city, which has the 
stated aim of building a night-time culture which promotes culture and leisure for all ages and 
interests, ensures safety for residents, visitors and night-time workers and works closely with 
businesses, boroughs and the police to create a balanced and sustainable night-time offer. 
The Piano Works is a venue that plays a key role in achieving this vision, with its specific offer 
and the benefits it brings to the both the West End and the wider London cultural scene as 
highlighted above. 
  
As one of the largest employers of independent musicians in the UK, The Piano Works 
performers were unemployed for seventeen months during lockdown. However, not wishing 
to stand idly by, The Piano Works founder Alan Lorrimer wanted to help the hospitality sector 
to reopen as successfully as possible.  
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He initiated three campaigns during lockdown:  
  
1. The UK Grand Summer Outdoor Cafe campaign was supported by 160 operators that 
proposed that the UK adopt the initiative successfully launched by the Mayor of Vilnius in 
Lithuania which allowed venues to simplify placing tables and chairs outside their premises.  
 
The idea became law and allowed a much quicker and simpler application process which has  
continued to greatly benefit operators. 
 
https://www.standard.co.uk/reveller/restaurants/social-distancing-al-fresco-restaurants-
bars-uk-grand-outdoor-summer-cafe-campaign-a4446441.html  
  
2. Along with  leading sector lawyer and Head of Leisure at CMS, and  

 of the Night-Time Industries Association, they asked Chancellor Rishi Sunak for changes to 
EIS tax incentive schemes to boost private investment in the sector and provide an alternative 
to government loans. Sadly, this was not adopted. 
 
https://www.cityam.com/exclusive-hospitality-bosses-tells-sunak-to-encourage-investors-
to-back-struggling-firms/  
  
3. Alongside , CEO of leading leisure property advisors  and many 
other operators they called upon the government to implement Australia’s successful rent 
relief scheme so that thousands of commercial businesses who had been impacted by Covid-
19 could survive past the end date of the Rent Moratorium that was in place. The government 
subsequently introduced legislation mandating a code of practice and arbitration process. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-law-to-resolve-remaining-covid-19-
commercial-rent-debts-now-in-place   
 
I hope the above demonstrates our belief that as a business playing a key role in building a 
modern and vibrant London night-time environment, The Piano Works deserves support from 
the Council for their application. Put simply, it is a venue that is good for London and good for 
the UK. 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Chief Executive 
UKHospitality  
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3.3 Music Venue Trust (MVT) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Music Venue Trust,  
PO Box 69,  
Tunbridge Wells, 
 
Registered charity no. 1159846  
 
30 August 2022  
 
The Piano Works License Application 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
Music Venue Trust (MVT) is a registered charity, created in January 2014 to protect the UK live music 
network by securing the long-term future of iconic grassroots music venues (GMVs) such as Hull 
Adelphi, Exeter Cavern, Southampton Joiners, The 100 Club, Band on the Wall, Tunbridge Wells Forum 
etc. These venues have played a crucial role in the development of British music over the last 40 years, 
nurturing local talent, providing a platform for artists to build their careers and develop their music 
and their performance skills.  
 
We work to gain recognition of the essential role these venues fulfil, not only for artist development 
but also for the cultural and music industries, the economy and local communities. We aim to preserve 
and improve venues, making them more efficient and improving the experience for performers and 
audiences.  
 
During our first few years, one of the key pieces of work in which we were involved was the Mayor of 
London’s Music Venues Taskforce which led to the London’s Grassroots Music Venues Rescue Plan 
(October 2015) and follow up report Making Progress (January 2017). As part of this process we 
mapped London’s venues and evidenced their value to communities, the economy and the culture of 
London. Across London 35% of venues were lost between 2007 and 2015, with the situation in central 
London being particularly severe (including the loss of The Astoria and the 12 Bar Club). Making 
Progress showed an improvement, demonstrating that the measures laid out in the Rescue Plan and 
a real conversation about the value of London’s grassroots music venues (economically as well as 
culturally and socially) are benefitting the city. There is still much work to be done to ensure that 
London continues to have a world class music offer for both residents and visitors.  
 
UK Music’s Wish You Were Here 2017 report states, “The money generated by live music events in 
the capital crashed through the £1billion barrier in 2016,” but the report also says that, “We need to 
do more to protect smaller venues, many of which are fighting for survival.” How refreshing it is then 
to find a venue in London which has created a model so successful that they have expanded to 
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additional premises. The Piano Works has, since opening in July 2015, established both an excellent 
reputation and a strong business model.  
 
They train musicians, provide work for them seven nights a week and attract a loyal and well-behaved 
clientele. The Piano Works regularly employ 51 musicians, provide monthly showcases for The 
Songwriters Academy who mentor new singer/songwriters and for Caffe Nero who search for new 
talent to feature on their store playlists.  
 
The Piano Works is listed as one of London’s grassroots music venues (GMVs) for the opportunities 
they provide for talent development, with facilities and a programme offering the chance to hone 
performance and audience engagement skills. A further venue offering the same model in central 
London will be a very welcome addition to the map of GMVs, enhancing the music offer to music and 
theatre fans in a key area for tourism. MVT are delighted to see The Piano Works open in the Borough 
of Westminster.  
 
The Piano Works is a member of the national collective Music Venues Alliance and each year attends 
the national networking event Venues Day which seeks to bring together the UK’s GMVs. It is MVT’s 
great pleasure to support the team and their work.  
 
Should you require any further information or wish to discuss this please do not hesitate to contact 
me by email   
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
For further information please see the following links:  
Music Venue Trust: http://musicvenuetrust.com/ and http://musicvenuetrust.com/about/ Music 
Venues Alliance 
 
http://musicvenuetrust.com/music-venues-alliance/ Venues Day 2016 
 
http://musicvenuetrust.com/2016/01/venues-day-2016-18-oct-atroundhouse-london/  
 
Articles in support of the need for MVT’s work and the grassroots music sector in general can be seen 
here: http://musicvenuetrust.com/news-2/ 
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3.4 Caffe Nero 

 

To whom it may concern 

As one of the founders of Caffe Nero, I have been responsible for developing the music 
programme for Caffe Nero which has become an important element of our brand.  

We have worked closely with Alan’s team over the past years putting on monthly music 
showcases in Pianoworks which have featured some of the UK’s finest unsigned musicians. 
Pianoworks has become our favourite London venue to put on live music as a result of its 
professionalism and quality of its service, personnel and physical space. We have never had 
any issues with security or management of the venue and we enjoy working with such a good 
business. 

Over the past years Caffe Nero has helped to develop many musicians including world class 
talent such as Jack Savoretti and having a venue like Pianoworks available to us is absolutely 
critical in maintaining our music programme and continuing to develop talent. 

London has already lost far too many live music venues over the past years and the 
development of The Piano Works is a welcome change in this sad decline and will ensure that 
the live music industry remains a key part of the attraction that has always been part of 
London. We support The Piano Works 100% and hope to be able to put live music on in this 
location for many years to come. 

Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
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3.5 The Songwriting Academy 
 
 
 

 
 

I am the founder and head course instructor of The Songwriting Academy. We train and develop 
songwriters and artists aiming for success in the music industry, through a range of courses, mentoring 
and live performance nights. 
 
We currently host regular nights looking for new talent and showcase curated artist nights every 
month at The Piano Works, Farringdon, which we find to be an excellent venue to give artists a 
professional stage with an informed and appreciative audience. Our year culminated this Spring with 
our “Share The Success” awards ceremony at TPW. 
 
We believe live music to be essential to the development of new artists and songwriters alike and 
unfortunately central London is sadly lacking in venues dedicated to this. TPW is an exceptional and 
rare venue where not only is there a fully equipped sound system to cope with single performers up 
to full bands, but the lighting, staging and atmosphere is perfect for all performers to develop their 
performance and audience engagement skills. 
 
The Piano Works holds monthly showcases for other organisations including Caffe Nero, searching for 
new talent to feature on their store playlists, pay royalties and tour. TPW also trains musicians, 
provides work for them seven nights a week and attracts a loyal and well behaved customer following 
that loves the non-stop audience requested repertoire. 
 
I believe The Piano Works will be a very much needed and welcome addition to London's live music 
scene and all of us at The Songwriting Academy fully support their second live music venue of the high 
calibre of The Piano Works. 
 
Kind Regards 
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3.6 Emerging Talent 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Over the years I have worked closely with the team at Pianoworks on a weekly Emerging Artists 
night. We have had over 250 emerging artists perform at Pianoworks which is a phenomenal 
achievement I believe. Musicians from all over the country and the world showcasing a number of 
genres. 
 
I believe the venue is an incredible showcase platform for new artists and it pivotal in the 
enhancement of new music and musicians in the UK.  
 
It is venues like Pianoworks that keep the live music scene alive and help it thrive in the UK. 
 
The dedicated team headed up by Amie and Alan are enthusiastic about new musicians and 
nurturing new talent.  
 
From our show case nights we have launched artists on tour throughout China, Russia and the 
United States. 
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4. Musician Testimonials 
 
The musicians also helped compile a video reflecting on their experience 
working at The Piano Works.  
 
This can be viewed using the following weblink: https://youtu.be/sXu6VHUdMnA  
 
 
The Piano Works Musicians were asked to answer the following three questions based on their own 
experiences of working in the venue. 

 
1. How do you feel The Piano Works contributes to the live music industry within London?  
2. How would you describe your audience?  
3. What are the personal benefits you have gained from working at The Piano Works 

 
The answers they gave in response are listed below. 
 
 
1. I think the piano works provides the industry with exceptional chances for musicians to meet each 
other and network in a fun and engaging environment.  It offers everyone who works there and 
attends to be a part of a great musical environment.  
 
2. The audience are a varied mix of people of all gender, race, and age.  The piano works is a venue 
that attracts people who like music and it is great to have an atmosphere which brings everyone 
together to appreciate good music regardless of social, race, and gender boundaries.  The audience 
want to have a good time whilst listening to great music. 
 
3. Personally the piano works has given me a stable job in an incredibly tough and ever-changing 
industry.  It is a rare commodity which most musician wants to be a part of and why people continue 
to stay and work here. 
 
- , Drummer 
 
 

1. I feel it encourages people to support the ever-valuable live performance element of music in a 
world where, increasingly, venues of this type resort to 'easy' options which do little to inspire the 
clientele or engage them in a unique way. 
 
2. I see people of all walks of life in there-tourists from around the world, students new to London, 
city workers and 40s up. I feel the diversity has a lot to do with the live music and spontaneous nature 
of the performances-everyone seems to love it! 

3. I have met a wide range of musicians and have gained loads of performance confidence. As a 
professional musician I didn't think the Piano Works would have quite as much an effect on me as it 
has and am really proud of being able to contribute to its continued success. 
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- , Drummer 
 
 
 

1. This is a unique music experience from which any substantial city could benefit. It's the only night 
out like it in the city, and of all the gigs I do in London, this is my favorite. We have the opportunity to 
play any style, and genre, and each night is different. A tailor made experience between us the 
musicians and the crowd of patrons.  

2. The audience varies from night to night. The main connecting factor from night to night is how 
appreciative they are to us the musicians. 

3. Pianoworks gives me the opportunity to play all genres and styles. I rarely get that chance anywhere 
else. It also fosters an family atmosphere amongst all the staff, and I think the audience can feel that.  
 

- , Pianist and Vocalist 
 
 
 
1. The Piano Works contributes in a huge way to London's music scene as it's the only place I am aware 
of where it's possible to see high quality live music every night of the week until late in a safe and 
friendly environment. 
 
2. The audience is high energy, diverse and demanding of musicians on stage due to the quality they 
have come to expect. 
 
3. Personal benefits that I have gained are an improved sense of how to interact with an energetic 
crowd both physically and musically. Also the demands of the gig have improved my ability to play 'by 
ear' and has strengthened my connection with the instrument and the other musicians on stage. There 
is a fantastic sense of community amongst us all. 
 
- , Saxophonist 
 
 
1. It affords ordinary members of the public the unique opportunity to see their own choice of song 
played at close quarters by live musicians of the highest professional standard. It affords the musicians 
regular employment and constantly challenges them to improve and learn new material. 
  
2. Enthusiastic, predominantly young professionals. 
  
3. Aside from the obvious regular income, as a musician I feel my standard of performance has 
definitely improved, due to constantly being challenged by working with a range of musical styles, 
with various combinations of musicians. However, arguably the greatest benefit is being part of a 
genuine sense of community around the venue, which extends not only amongst the musicians but 
amongst everyone, from bar staff to security and management. The management of The Piano Works 
have above all assembled a team of people who are a pleasure not only to work with but also to be 
around, and they have made good character as essential a part of their recruitment criteria as 
professional competence. 
 
- , Guitarist 
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1. Where else can you guarantee being able to listen to songs that you will know played live every 
single day of the week? A lifeline for working musicians who want to be challenged every time they 
gig. With that many diverse singers, pianists and instrumentalists in one team, it must be one of the 
best networks for live musicians in London. Every single gig is different and even the same songs will 
never be played quite the same twice 
 
2. Tourists, city workers, birthday groups, every type of person you could imagine, which is probably 
why we end up playing every type of song you could imagine! 
 
3. Keeps me on my toes, expands my repertoire, makes me listen harder, strengthens my voice, looks 
to be enriching my social life too! 
 

- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 
1. The live music industry in London, shamefully, is dying. Piano Works has provided a much needed 
injection of life into the industry. Every week, hundreds of people are welcomed through its doors and 
engage with a live show like nothing else in London. The sight of 500 people singing arm in arm at the 
top of their lungs, lead by the Piano Works band is truly a sight to behold!  
 
2. The Piano Works audience are fun loving, every day people who want a real live music experience.  
 
3. The benefits of being one of the Piano Works pianist/singers is the chance to make great music with 
an incredibly talented band, the inspiring energy that radiates off the Piano Works crowd, and the 
feeling of belonging to an incredible musical family.  
 
- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 

1. Piano Works offer an alternative live music experience in London and the opportunity for great 
musicians to perform on a near daily basis to large crowds enjoying their performance.  It is a challenge 
for musicians playing only requests and never knowing what song they are next to play and therefore 
continues to be an exciting performance for the musician also.  Although it’s not offering a night of 
original music session musicians are usually playing other people’s songs, so in that sense Piano Works 
is no different and adds to the live music industry in it’s own unique way. 
 
2. The audience can be described in two halves.  Half love listening to live music, particular songs, 
good musicianship and watching live music being performed.  The other half enjoy having a good night 
out, drinking with friends and singing along to tunes they would or wouldn’t necessarily hear in a 
club.  Both make The Piano Works what it is and offer a variation in requests and atmosphere so you 
can be singing Queen one minute, Eminem the next and then trying a song you’ve not heard yourself 
in a long time!!  Everyone is having fun. 
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3. Regular gigs, playing with a band (of great musicians) and not as a solo performer, being part of a 
family/team, taking on the challenge of learning new songs and pushing myself at times off and on 
stage. 
 

- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 

1. Piano works is unique and really incorporates the audience, more than any other music venue I've 
been to. 
2. The audience are great fun and always surprise me with their diversity in taste. The requests can be 
very unexpected. 
3. I have grown hugely as musician since being part of the piano works team. I have learned to perform 
artistes and genres I had never considered before.  

- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 

1. The format which is interactive, for the first time bridges the gap between punter and performer in 
a way not experienced before. It's almost as though the audience have a chance to be a part of that 
performance. The enthusiasm and vibe is like nothing else available on the scene.  
 
2. The audience are very much a part of the whole set up. They really want you to show what you can 
do and push you to your limits as a performer. It's like doing a wedding gig every time, which means 
that the crowd is on top form. 
 
3. As a musician, I've had to play songs I wouldn't dare to do before and found them very enjoyable 
and successful. It's a great place to network and meet other musicians and there's a team/family 
atmosphere. 
 
- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 
 

1. Piano Works offers regular work for musicians in a nice, fun and friendly environment, There is no 
other venue like Piano Works, that offers that amount of live music.  
 
2. I think people that come to Piano Works, are looking for a great night out, dancing and singing along 
to their favourite tunes and sipping the tasty cocktails. It doesn’t really get any better than that.  
 
3. I’ve met so many talented musicians at Piano Works, and learned a lot from each and every one 
along the way. Every night is always different, and it never gets boring – that’s the beauty of the place.   
 
- , Pianist and Vocalist 



27 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1. It’s vital. There aren't live music "piano based" bars about; most bars relying on DJs and ipods for 
music and entertainment.  
 PW has a unique formula of employing high quality musicians (and bar staff) that guarantees people 
have a good time reflected in the sheer volume of requests that end up on the piano at the end of a 
shift. Music is ALWAYS best when it's live and bars like PW create opportunities for that.  
 
2. The audience varies according to the time spots and days. Early evening brings in the business 
customers and a later licence allows for a younger party seeking crowd. There are never two nights 
the same -There's a broad spectrum of clientele raging from young to old. 
 
3. As mentioned music is best live, and being a heavily request based job means weekly I have to take 
the time to be disciplined and learn what is current and being asked for.  
It's also a joy to be able to work alongside fellow musicians who love what they do.  
 
- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 

1. I feel the Piano Works contributes to the music scene in allowing artists and musicians to express 
themselves and hone in on their skills whilst allowing them to earn a living. I feel it has a huge market 
and audience that allows the artists and musicians to show off themselves to this audience. 
 
2. I feel the audience is a wide variety from people who just enjoy listening to great music to people 
that are in the industry at the moment. 
 
3. My skill levels on the piano has been pushed and for that have risen. My voice has grown stronger 
and my knowledge of songs have grown vastly. I also feel I have become a much better performer due 
to the Piano Works. 
 
- , Pianist and Vocalist 

 

 

1. As a session player who travels all over the world with music, I can honestly say the Piano Works is 
a one-off. The interaction between band and audience creates an atmosphere that's unlike anywhere 
else I know. Anyone can go there, and they always leave having had an incredible time. In that sense 
the Piano Works is the most inclusive live music venue in London for it's audience and really valuable 
to the scene. 
 
2. Whether it's music enthusiasts or friends just having an evening out, there's always people dancing 
and appreciating the music. 
 
3. The on stage communication is amazing. You've got to be 100% focused on the sound you're 
creating as a band and always on your toes for the next song with it being a requests show. The Piano 
Works really makes you bring your A game when you play. 
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- , Drummer 

 

1. Piano Works one of the few (if not only) music venues that the public know that they can go to to 
listen to live music every night of the week.  The quality of musicianship is high and the fact the people 
are able to choose what they want to listen to is a huge plus.  In terms of the music industry, it's made 
a big difference.   The venue is providing work for many musicians every week, quite a few of whom 
would previously only be playing/singing at weekends, due to a lack of venues.  Musicians who 
wouldn't otherwise have met are having the opportunity to play together and learn from the 
experience that each one has built up within their time in the industry.  Younger, really talented 
musicians, who may not have previously being working much, due to not having built up many 
contacts yet, are having the opportunity to be working... Amazing talents that may otherwise have 
fallen along the wayside, if they couldn't earn enough money to survive  The standard at Piano Works 
started high and has got even higher, with ever more polished performances, over the time that the 
venue has been open.  Many great musicians who come to the venue can't believe how tight the band 
is, especially considering that we are playing requests all night long.  If the standard continues to rise, 
the more people have the chance to be playing so many nights of the week, the venue will produce 
some scary talents!   Piano Works has become a lovely community of musicians, providing friendships, 
nurturing and networking, amongst countless other benefits 
 
2. The audience is really varied; all ages and nationalities; people working in the city, families, couples, 
groups of friends, young and old.  Many people come a long way to enjoy the atmosphere.  That is 
what make the place so much fun and the requested songs so varied.  Seeing such a hugely diverse 
audience all having a great time together and enjoying all of the different genres of music is a complete 
joy to watch and to be part of.  
 
3. Piano Works has given me the opportunity to play a vast variety of music on a regular basis.  It's has 
allowed me to develop my skills set and build up more stamina, physically and mentally.  Whenever 
there is a song requested that I'm not completely familiar with, I go away and learn it, therefore 
expanding my repertoire and helping me to be gig-ready for any situation or any band.  We all listen 
to each member of the band and learn from their feel/timing etc. when they are knowledgeable in 
certain styles.  Many "bread-butter-gigs" that I do consist of playing the same sets every night, with 
not much time for improvising/self expression.  Piano Works is different, the sheer vastness of the 
repertoire and the opportunity to take solos has given me the chance to grow more as a musician, 
something that I've been able to do over many years in the industry, but never in such a short time-
scale.   
 
Another big plus is financial security.  I'm lucky to be fairy busy in the industry, but having a residency 
gig (especially one that is open so many nights of the week) really takes the pressure off.  It gives us 
the leeway to take on projects that may not pay well, but are musically satisfying and are helping to 
push boundaries within the music industry.  For example, I am able to work with musicians who are 
producing their own music, but maybe don't have a big budget, on days when I may have previously 
had to take a better paid gig to pay the mortgage.  
 
I've made many friends at Piano Works, of all ages and from all walks of life.  It really does feel like a 
family and that's testament to the way that the venue is being run and everyone involved.  I chose to 
spend my recent Birthday at Piano Works because I wanted my friends and family to experience what 
a really great place it is to be.  




